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crew felt her moving through the air. Looking down from our lofty perch, we could see the equilibrator swimming along in the water, its head in the air, much like a great sea-serpent. We soon ran away from the steamer, and could hear the men upon her cheering us as we lost sight of her. Soon the wind freshened from the northwest, accompanied by snow. We were in danger of being driven upon the mountainous coast, which would mean the destruction of the ship and probably the loss of our lives as the steel car went tumbling down the cliffs into the sea.
Everything depended upon the engine. Vani-man kept it running, and increased its effective output as the danger of shipwreck became most pressing. Inch by inch we fought our way past the mountains, one after another, clearing the last by only a few rods. The open Arctic Ocean was before us; and well satisfied with the working of engine and ship up to this time, it was with great satisfaction I gave the order to Riesen-berg at the wheel to "head her north!" We should have a try at it, at least;
But we had not run far before the snow-squall increased in violence. Just then we learned our compass had been deranged by an accident. The air was so thick with flying snow wre could not see the mountains, and were lost